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The Holy Gospel according to



Matthew 21:33-46

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable.
There was a landowner who planted a
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a
wine press 1n it, and built a watchtower.
Then he leased it to tenants and went to
another country. When the harvest time
had come, he sent his slaves to the
tenants to collect his produce. But the
tenants seized his slaves and beat one,
killed another, and stoned another.
Again he sent other slaves, more than the
first; and they treated them in the same

way. Finally he sent his son to them,
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saying, ‘They will respect my son.” But

when the tenants saw the son, they said

to themselves, ‘This 1s the heir; come, let
us kill him and get his inheritance.” So
they seized him, threw him out of the
vineyard, and killed him. Now when the
owner of the vineyard comes, what will
he do to those tenants?”” They said to
him, “He will put those wretches to a
miserable death, and lease the vineyard
to other tenants who will give him the
produce at the harvest time.” Jesus said
to them, “Have you never read in the

scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders
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rejected has become the cornerstone; this
was the Lord's doing, and it 1s amazing
in our eyes’? Therefore I tell you, the
kingdom of God will be taken away from
you and given to a people that produces
the fruits of the kingdom. The one who
falls on this stone will be broken to
pieces; and 1t will crush anyone on
whom 1t falls.” When the chief priests
and the Pharisees heard his parables,
they realized that he was speaking about
them. They wanted to arrest him, but
they feared the crowds, because they
regarded him as a prophet.



Let us pray. When the time comes to
take account of our fruits we have
produced for your Kingdom, Lord,
please see 1n us a people whose hearts
have been open to your calling and who
are doing your work and following your

will. Amen.

As I was working on my sermon this
week, suddenly my computer went a bit
berserk and could not sent out emails.
“A virus,” I exclaimed; actually, I

grumbled under my breath. And as often
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[ would do, I called my computer friend,
let’s call him Steve--Steve knows
computers backwards and forwards.
Steve knows many are diligently trying
to defeat the “code” which 1s the
computer language all of our PC’s are
based on 1n order to render ineffective all
computers in the world. Well, maybe
they want their own computers to
continue working, what do you think?
Some developed the antivirus program
known as Kapersky, which Steve
adamantly told me never to use, since I

would be continuously open to their



hacking abilities. Steve’s quote 1s
“Kaspersky 1s 100% 1n-effective, since
they ave all the code,” all the Microsoft

Windows code.

So 1n the midst of the trials, wars, and
tribulations of the internet, I read this
gospel about who is in and who 1s out in
the kingdom of God. And I am thinking
my computer whiz Steve 1s surely in; but
he 1s not a Christian, but he always asks
us to pray for him and his family, which
have recently been 1n serious medical

crisis. And we surely do pray for his



needs. But 1s Steve in or out, according

to Matthew 21:33-46?

Here are a few thoughts; I hope Steve
does not see a judgmental mode about
him here, but maybe he will understand
how some of us Christian apologists

dissect scriptures.

Three things I see: Steve 1s surely
working in the vineyard. If it were not
for him working in my computer
vineyard, I probably could not have
written this sermon. So, Number One, |

submit he 1s working 1n the, wait for it,



Steve 1s working in the Lord’s vineyard,

God’s vineyard.

Number Two, Steve never disparages
my Christian faith, in fact he actually
always honors it, nor do I ever disparage
his faith in God. He seeks our prayers
and thanks us profusely for them, even
when the results are not all that great. I
would say, Steve “respects the Son”, or
at least another worker in the Son’s

vineyard.

And Number Three, Steve does help
produce a harvest at Harvest time.

Maybe this sermon 1s not quite what one
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may expect the Son 1s expecting to
receive, but at least i1t 1S made as an
offering, and Steve played an important

part 1n it.

Of course I have no role in saying
who is in and who 1s out of the Lord’s
vineyard, but I would surely argue on his

behalf that Steve deserves to be “in”’.

There 1s a perhaps subtle second story
in our gospel text which you may have
heard. It 1s the part about “the stone that
the builders rejected”. Most Christian
apologists would agree that that “stone”

1s Jesus Christ our Lord. Jesus is the
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cornerstone of our faith, the beginning
and the end of all that we are. Without
Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross, we would
have no hope of an eternal destiny with
him as our Lord and Savior. So, we
Christians believe Jesus is the
cornerstone of our faith. ‘In him we live
and move and have our being,” as
another scripture quotes the Apostle Paul
as he spoke 1n the Aeropagus in Athens
in Acts 17:28, and Paul himself was
quoting a Greek poet, the Cilician Stoic
philosopher Aratus. Paul 1s opening the
eyes of the Athenians to the fact that the
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mysteries of Greek philosophy come to
be better understood in the light of Jesus
Christ. Jesus shines light on our dim
recollections of what we believe, a faith
which may at one time have been less
than Christian, or even perhaps less than
God-ly, or God-like. But with the
solution of Christ as our Lord and
Master, many things we pondered about
carlier now become crystal clear, or at

least begin to clear up.

I quoted to someone this week that
most Christians become Christian by the

time they are fourteen. And the person
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said he was not so sure about that. He
said that 1dea may assume one needs to
be brainwashed as a young teenager in
order to become a Christian. Well,
maybe some of what he implies is at
least a bit true; we did not debate that at
the time. But when we as young people
have the Christian faith as part of our
education as young people, that does
help us later 1n life to balance what the
world says about faith and what
Christians proclaim as faith. The world
proclaims a sense of desperation, that all

1s lost, that maybe zombies and the
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walking dead are the best anyone can
expect after this life. But Christians
proclaim Jesus Christ as life itself, life
inexhaustible, life everlasting, life in all
its fullest expression. We Christians do
not proclaim death as the end of
anything, death 1s seen as only as the end
of this earthly life. We do not believe in
zombies or the living dead or anything
like that which many popular current
movies portray as what happens after
death. We are not uncertain about our
life or our death. We are one with the

Lord now, and we will be one with the
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Lord after we die. We proclaim Christ’s
resurrection, and we proclaim that
Christ’s power over death extends to all
who believe 1in him. This 1s not
something for which we offer proof; life
eternal 1s something we Christians accept
on faith, faith in Jesus Christ and faith in
his defeat of death on the cross of

Calvary.

A few years ago my wife Jan and I
accompanied members of three
Episcopal choirs who went to England to

perform for a week during the summer at
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Winchester Cathedral, the longest Gothic

cathedral in Europe at 554 feet long.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winchester
Cathedral

Winchester Cathedral was constructed in
1093 and has been repaired and modified

a number of times.

In about 1900, the south and west
walls of the cathedral began to have
serious cracks, cracks large enough to
put one’s hand in. It was determined that
that particular end of the cathedral was
actually sinking into a subterranean bog,

which was found to have twenty feet of


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winchester_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winchester_Cathedral
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water between the cathedral and bedrock.
That end of the cathedral had been built
in a boggy place that at the time and for
centuries had sufficient subterranean
water pressure to keep the cathedral
upright, but over time the village of
Winchester and other nearby villages
began to deplete the water table, and the
tides could also have changed a bit,
Winchester 1s on the southern coast of
England, and without a fully water
saturated bog, the earth was no longer
able to support the southeastern end of

the cathedral. After much consultation,
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the cathedral trustees took the advice of
one contractor who suggested that
concrete be placed in the water space to
create a firm foundation between the
cathedral walls and bed rock.
“Waterlogged foundations on the south
and east walls were reinforced by diver
William Walker, packing the foundations
with more than 25,000 bags of concrete,
115,000 concrete blocks, and 900,000
bricks. Walker worked six hours a day
from 1906 to 1912 in total darkness at
depths up to 6 metres (20 feet), and 1s

credited with saving the cathedral from
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total collapse. For this he was awarded
[by the King of England] the MVO,”
Member of the Royal Victorian Order
[per Wikipedia] and his near life sized
statue stands 1n the Winchester Cathedral

today wearing his deep-sea diving gear.

The cornerstone of that cathedral had
been originally placed on what was seen
at the time nearly a thousand years ago
as solid ground, but which later was

found to be on very unsolid ground.

As our own faith grows, we recognize
from time to time that perhaps what we

had learned as teenagers or at a younger
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age to be the final truth, that that was
perhaps only a glimpse of what we may
find 1n our later life. The truth of Christ
as our cornerstone remains, but some of
our thinking as youth needs to be better
founded on scripture than 1t perhaps was
in our earlier years. Maybe what we
believe 1s still what our Sunday School
teachers and our parents taught us as
children, and what they thought we could
comprehend at whatever age we were at
the time. But as we grew older, and
learned more about the world, then our

faith needed to mature. We needed to
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reestablish our faith on ‘solid ground’,
on ‘Christ as our solid rock’, as one old
hymn says 1t. We need to ‘shore up’ our
faith in scripture, reason, and tradition,
as one description of the “Anglican way”
describes 1t. As our faith hopefully
grows stronger through Bible study and
prayer and conversation with other
Christians, we become wiser, and we
become closer to Christ and his ways 1n

our life.

May we let Christ mold us and use us
as he will. Let our faith be firmly
established 1n his will and his ways. And
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may the Lord’s constant love and mercy

continue to shine upon you and me.

Amen.

“A Solid Foundation”
Matthew 21:33-46
Proper 20A

October 4, 2026

Description:
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Our faith 1s alive and will grow as we
express it. We learn from Bible study,
tradition, reason, and prayer that God 1s
alive and very much among us.

Founding our faith on the solid rock of
Christ 1s seen even 1n the practical
example of Winchester Cathedral in

England.

Tags:
Christ, God, solid, rock, foundation,
vineyard, Winchester, Cathedral,

cornerstone, diver, water, bog, mature,

Sunday, School, teachers, parents,



24

computer, virus, war, peace, mercy, love,

justice, king, England

[a second sermon follows]
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Chris Martenson 1s a futurist, a person
who looks at the present but who then
projects the present into the future as a
way of clarifying how our society may
work, say, forty years from now. Chris
has derived three basic premises about
our use of o1l in America and 1n the

world. These three premises he calls

“Key Facts”. This 1s the first one:
“Biofuels and coal could potentially fill
some of these functions [of o1l], but
certainly not without a massive
reinvestment program and not anytime

SOO11.
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Chris says, “Let’s review a few Key
Facts. You have to find o1l before you
can produce 1t, and Key Fact #1 1s that
world o1l discoveries peaked in 1964.
US discoveries peaked in 1930, and 40
years later production peaked. We are
now 48 years after the global discovery
peak.

“Key Fact #2 1s that world production of
conventional crude [o1l] has been flat for
the past four years, even as prices have
increased by 140 percent. Taken
together, Key Facts #1 and #2 suggest
the ‘possibility’ that Peak Oil 1s already
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upon us. If true, then we are going to
wish with all our hearts that we had
begun preparing for this moment a

decade or more ago.

“Key Fact #3 1s that the US o1l imports
are the energy equivalent of more than
750 nuclear power plants, which 1s seven
times as many nuclear plants as currently
exist here 1n the US, and nearly twice the
total number of nuclear plants in the

entire world.

<>

“Mostly hidden from us 1n plain sight 1s
Key Concept #10: ‘The amount of work
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that o1l performs for you 1s equivalent to
having hundreds of slaves.” It is this
work that makes our lives what they are -
staggeringly comfortable by historical
standards. The average middle-class life
in western society would be the envy of
kings in times past. [To run our typical
household appliances would take the
equivalent of fifty slaves working in each
person’s house. To run our cars would
take hundreds of slaves working for us
cach day. The labor equivalents of the

o1l we use are staggering. Almost all of
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us live better that any ancient king with a

country full of slaves at his disposal.]

Chris goes on to say, “Key Concept
#11 1s that ‘O1l 1s a magical substance of
finite supply but of unlimited

importance.” This cannot be overstated.

Transitioning from one fuel source to
another is a devilishly expensive
proposition, posing enormous challenges
with respect to cost, scale, and time. Our
species transitioned over many years
from wood to coal because coal was a
better fuel source. And we transitioned

over several decades from coal to o1l for
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the same reason. Nobody has been able
to advance any candidates as our next
‘source’ of energy. [Ethanol uses about
as much energy as it takes to produce it;
biofuels use about half of the energy to
produce them; uranium deposits are
thinner than ever and are far dispersed.
Hydrogen takes as much energy to
produce as 1t can provide, in other words,
hydrogen 1s merely a new type of
battery, not a new source of energy.

Coal 1s not that easily available any
longer as it takes more and more energy

to extract a ton of coal each year and 1s
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on an exponentially increasing cost
curve, so the statement that we have 250
years of coal supplies 1s actually very
misleading, as we are already at the point
of escalating prices to extract coal from
its reservoirs; furthermore coal per se 1s
not useful in most industrial and
household processes and 1s only a source
of energy for transportation through its
use 1n producing electric power at ever

Increasing costs each year. |

http://www.chrismartenson.com/crashco

urse/chapter-17a-peak-oil



http://www.chrismartenson.com/crashcourse/chapter-17a-peak-oil
http://www.chrismartenson.com/crashcourse/chapter-17a-peak-oil
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Against this backdrop of ever
diminishing sources of energy for our
planet and our civilization, we have
Jesus speaking of a landowner whose
land production was not being efficiently
done by the workers he had hired to
work his land, in this case, a vineyard
producing grapes. The owner sent in a
series of stewards to secure his profits,
but none was successful. So, finally he
sent 1n his own son, but to his dismay the
land workers killed his son thinking that
by their devious action the owner would

have to give up his claim on the
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vineyard. What they had forgotten to
take 1into account was that the landowner
was not at all strictly dependent on their
production, and indeed he had other
assets at his disposal with which he
could use, and he did come by force to
take back his investment in the vineyard,
‘[putting] those wretches to a miserable
death, and [leasing] the vineyard to other
tenants who will give him the produce at

the harvest time.”

Although this 1s a parable about a
religious group who were not working to

increase the spiritual assets of God 1n the
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world; indeed, 1t 1s a parable which 1s
generalizable to each of us 1n our own
comfortable world. Are we squandering
the resources of our planet? Are we
dissipating the energy supplies that are
ever more precious and scarce year by

year?

If our physical assets are being
squandered, how about our spiritual
assets, 1s the point Jesus 1s making. We
are not really producing grapes for God,
we are supposed to be about the work of
producing spiritual souls for God. God

fills up our spiritual tank of energy each
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time we come to church, invigorating us,
teaching us, encouraging us; but 1f we
then walk out of church and think, wow,
that was a great religious “fix”, maybe I
will come back for another one in two or
three weeks but I do nothing to increase
God’s kingdom, then we have become
the unproductive slaves in God’s
vineyard, and our fate may not be any
better than what happened to those

unfaithful servants in today’s parable.

Perhaps we are squandering our
spiritual assets just as we are

squandering our physical assets, 1s what
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Jesus 1s wanting us to reflect on. How
have we spread the Kingdom of God this
week to those outside of Christ’s fold?
How have we brought in those who were
previously excluded from our spiritual
haven here? What friend or
acquaintance has not been touched by the
healing spirit God has placed in our
hearts this day? Are we turning a blind
eye on the fact that each of us are the
apple of God’s eye, but that that also
means we are all in God’s view, not just

around the corner, not just at an



intersection with a speed camera, but

ever exposed to God’s sight.

Think seriously about how God will
be using us this week, this month, this
day to touch the lives of others for
Christ. Do not shirk the gifts God has
placed in our hearts and our hands, but
use these precious gifts to give others a
new hope, a new vision, and a new life

with Christ at the center.

Amen.
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